RED CLAY
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Red Clay State Historic Area
|oc.atn=_d in 50uthc&35t TJennessee on thc ']'@r‘lr‘lr:ssec-
C}eorgia border encompasses 260 acres of forested

ridees and narrow Va[[cLJS Formcr|5\ used as cotton and
pasture land. The site contains: a natural Jarlclmaric,.‘ the

reat council 5Prin or blue hole, which rises from
Eﬁn&ath a ||'me5tonc ac[gc to ‘Form a dccp ool that ﬂows
into Mill Creek. The SPfing was used 133 the Cherokee

for their water 5UPPILJ c[uring council mecf:l'ng:a.

Historical Significance

Red Cla 5crve§ as the seat of Cherokee government
from 1832 until the forced removal of the Cherokee in
1838. DBy 1832, the State of Georgja had 5tr|'1:>]:>cc[ the
Cherokee of their Po[l'tica! sovere ignt _and had banned
all Politiuﬂ activitLj in Georgl'a, Asa rc35u|t‘ the Cherokee
ca[:)ii:a| was moved from New Echota, C:eorgl’a! to Red
Clay, Tennessee. Here, at Red C|atj,. the Trail of Tears
rea be an, for here the C_hcrokca‘é [carnccl ti‘lat thcq
had?ost ﬁmir mountains, streams, and Va“clqs forever.

Gift Shop

]nver'ltory includes books on Cherokee histor‘y and cul-
ture, Cherokee videos, rep|icas of arrowheads, Red
C.laq T-5|'1|'rt5, Red C_lay Patchcs, and other native
American educational materials.

Picnic Pavilion

One picnic pavilion seats 100 people and includes a large
plenicp i 5

gri”} Fircplacc: drink vcnc[irlf machine, and restrooms.

Reservations are recommen ed, CSF(‘.CiEﬂ”H on weekend

dags and ho|ic{ags. IF the‘shclter is not reserved for the

CL":ILj , it may be used on a first-come basis.

Hikin
Ower three miles OFhikingtrails ranging from easy Pavccl
trails to a moderate, marked trail that goes up an

downhill through the woods.

Visitor’s Center

The James F. Corn lnter‘Preti\fe Center is open c|a|'|_q,
except December 20 t}'lrou%h January 15t This F&aci|it9
includes exhibits on the 19 CcntquJ Chcrolcec, the

Trail of Tears, Cherokee art, and Prehi:s,torLJ,

Planned Programs

Programs for chi c|rer|_. H()uth and adults are scheduled
year round. Our rimarg programs include ) walkin
tour of the Cherokee council gmunds and re.P||'cas c;%
thel&ﬁO’s, @ Cherokee IJ'()Wgun &cmc)nstration, and )
Introduction to Red Clay and the Cherokee of the 1830's.
Other programs such as “Wa”cing in Their F'ootsteps: A
Nature Walk to Learn From The Cherokee” and "SCeing
Ti‘lrough Their Eyes: An Introduction to Native Cultures
of North America” are available upon consultation with
Red C|a56‘ programmers.

Am Phit]‘leatre

Red Clays Amphiti‘lcatre seats 500 People and matj be
reservcc? for a small fee. Electrical outlets are available
for use for musical and Jor theatrical activities.

Other Nearbg State Parks
® Harrison Eaa}j State Park, 21 miles

@ DBookerT. Washington State Park, 20 miles

Annual Event
@ Cherokee Daajs
of Kecognitio‘n.
15t weekend
of August

Masks rr:Prc:scnt the
7 Cherokee Clans
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